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AGENDA ITEM 8 
AGENDA ITEM   
 
Partnership support for Tunitas Creek Beach and Cowell-Purisima Trail 
 
GENERAL MANAGER’S RECOMMENDATION  
 
1. Approve a request for a one-time contribution of $500,000 to support the natural resource 

restoration, public access improvements, and management of Tunitas Creek Beach, and long-
term management of the nearby Cowell-Purisima Trail, which is a segment of the California 
Coastal Trail. 

2. Adopt a resolution increasing the Fiscal Year 2018-19 budget and appropriation for the 
General Fund by $500,000. 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The Peninsula Open Space Trust and San Mateo County are requesting a one-time contribution 
of $500,000 to support the natural resource restoration, public access improvements, and 
management of Tunitas Creek Beach, and long-term management of the Cowell-Purisima Trail 
(a segment of the California Coastal Trail). This contribution would leverage an additional $8.2 
million of funding secured for San Mateo County to restore and open the beach to public access 
within the next three years, and maintain and manage Tunitas Creek Beach and the nearby 3.6-
mile Cowell-Purisima Coastal Trail over the long-term.  Consideration of a funding contribution 
is consistent with the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) Vision Plan Portfolio 
30: Support California Coastal Trail.  General Fund revenues are available to set aside for such a 
contribution.  
 
DISCUSSION   
 
On September 25, 2018, the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (District) received a 
letter from San Mateo County and the Peninsula Open Space Trust (POST) regarding a joint 
project to raise funds for the restoration and long-term management of Tunitas Creek Beach and 
the nearby Cowell-Purisima Trail (Attachment 1). POST and San Mateo County are 
collaborating to protect and manage the 58-acre Tunitas Creek Beach property located eight 
miles south of Half Moon Bay. The property sits along an expansive, one-mile stretch of beach 
with no developed public access. The property contains diverse wildlife habitat and other natural 
resources that have been severely impacted by inappropriate and illegal use (Attachment 2). 
Restoring the natural resource and open space values of this property is of high priority, as this 
recently acquired property now forms part of the network of protected lands and wildlife 
corridors on the Coastside. The property, which is located across Highway 1 and directly 
adjacent to the District’s Toto Ranch area of Tunitas Creek Open Space Preserve, also opens the 
door to connecting District land to the coastline via trail. 
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The 3.6 mile Cowell-Purisma Coastal Trail is located approximately 3 miles north of Tunitas 
Creek Beach. The trail is currently open only on weekends and holidays.  The project funding 
will open the trail to the public seven days a week.   Eventually, the District’s Purisima-to-the-
Sea trail, which is part of Measure AA Portfolio 3, will connect the Cowell-Purisima Coastal 
Trail to the Bay Area Ridge Trail through Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve. 
 
The estimated project budget for this work is $10 million, of which POST and the County have 
secured $8.2 million. The District’s contribution would bring the total amount raised to $8.7 
million. The total budget breaks down as follows (including a stewardship fund for future 
maintenance): 
 

 
 

POST has acquired the property and the County has committed to take on the long-term 
management and operations. POST and the County are currently in the early stages of a multi-
year site development planning process to prepare Tunitas Creek Beach for public visitation. A 
citizen’s advisory committee has been formed to inform this process.  POST will initially hold 
the Stewardship Fund.  In the future, POST intends to transfer the property, and possibly also the 
dedicated Stewardship Fund, to the County. 
 
The County expects to spend approximately $1 million annually to manage and operate the 
beach and trail. The County has approved five (5) new positions for operations and management, 
including two park rangers, two park aides, and a capital projects manager.  
 
This project fits within the District’s Vision Plan under Portfolio 30: Support California Coastal 
Trail. The description of this portfolio is to “encourage, facilitate, and partner to complete and 
manage the California Coastal Trail on the San Mateo Coast”. The Tunitas Creek Beach project 
directly ties in with the Coastal Trail, including the Cowell-Purisima Coastal Trail segment, 
which opens the opportunity for the District’s future Purisima-to-the-Sea trail to become part of a 
larger, regional trail connection extending from the coastline to the ridgeline. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
The request for a contribution of $500,000 would be funded via a budget amendment, increasing 
the appropriation for the Fiscal Year 2018-19 budget by the same amount. The General Fund has 
sufficient revenues available. 
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The request from POST and the County is for a one-time contribution. The County will assume 
all operating costs (approximately $1 million per year). The Stewardship Fund of $1 million is 
designated for future capital repairs (after opening) as well as future significant (non-routine) 
maintenance needs. 

California Public Resources Code section 5546 empowers the Board of Directors to contribute 
funds to outside entities for the purpose of assisting in the acquisition of lands or for improving 
the lands, when the acquisition or improvement is located and planned as to be of benefit to the 
District.  As described herein, the project will provide regional trail connections and supports the 
recreational, open space, and natural resource values associated with those connections. 

BOARD COMMITTEE REVIEW 

The Action Plan and Budget Committee (ABC) held a meeting on November 20, 2018.  
Supervisor Horsley from San Mateo County and Mr. Moore from POST were in attendance to 
answer committee questions. The Committee voted to forward the proposed contribution to the 
Tunitas Creek Beach project to the full Board of Directors for review and approval.   

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Public notice was provided as required by the Brown Act. 

CEQA COMPLIANCE 

This proposed action is not a project under the California Environmental Quality Act and no 
environmental review is required. 

NEXT STEPS 

If the item is approved by the full Board, the General Manager will direct staff to administer the 
budget amendment and the funding contribution. 

Attachments: 
1. Request letter from County of San Mateo and POST, dated 09/25/2018
2. Tunitas Creek Beach information booklet
3. Resolution increasing the Fiscal Year 2018-19 budget and appropriation for the General

Fund by $500,000.

Responsible Department Manager: 
Ana M. Ruiz, General Manager 

Prepared by: 
Stefan Jaskulak, Chief Financial Officer 
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RESOLUTION 18-__ 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF MIDPENINSULA REGIONAL 
OPEN SPACE DISTRICT AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE BUDGET AND 

ACTION PLAN FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018-19 BY INCREASING THE DISTRICT 
GENERAL FUND BUDGET IN THE AMOUNT OF $500,000 TO FUND THE 

RESTORATION, SITE IMPROVEMENTS, AND MANAGEMENT OF THE TUNITAS 
CREEK BEACH AND COWELL-PURISIMA TRAIL. 

WHEREAS, San Mateo County and the Peninsula Open Space Trust approached the 
Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District (“District”) for a one-time funding contribution of 
$500,000 to support natural resource restoration, public access improvements, and management 
of Tunitas Creek Beach, and long-term management of the Cowell-Purisima Trail, which is a 
segment of the California Coastal Trail; and  

WHEREAS, California Public Resources Code section 5546 empowers the District to contribute 
money to a municipality or nonprofit organization for the purpose of assisting in the acquisition 
of lands or for improving the lands, when the acquisition or improvement is located and planned 
as to be of benefit to the District. 

WHEREAS, the 3.6 mile Cowell-Purisma Coastal Trail is located approximately 3 miles north 
of Tunitas Creek Beach, and the District’s funding contribution will eventually help connect the 
District’s Purisima-to-the-Sea trail to the Cowell-Purisima Coastal Trail and to the Bay Area 
Ridge Trail at Purisima Creek Redwoods Open Space Preserve. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of Directors of Midpeninsula Regional Open Space 
District does hereby resolve as follows: 

SECTION ONE.  The Budget and Action Plan for the Midpeninsula Regional Open 
Space District for Fiscal Year 2018-19 is amended to increase the District General Fund budget 
in the amount of $500,000 to fund partnership support for Tunitas Creek Beach and Cowell-
Purisima Trail. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of the Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District on ________, 2018, at a regular meeting thereof, by the following vote: 

AYES: 
NOES: 
ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 

ATTEST: APPROVED: 

Secretary President 

ATTACHMENT 3
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Board of Directors Board of Directors 
   
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   

General Counsel   
 

I, the District Clerk of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District, hereby certify 
that the above is a true and correct copy of a resolution duly adopted by the Board of Directors 
of the Midpeninsula Regional Open Space District by the above vote at a meeting thereof duly 
held and called on the above day. 
 
 
             
       District Clerk 
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